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John N. Hough, Scientific Terminology. New York, Rine- 
hart and Company, 19538. Pp. xiii, 231. $3.50. 

After a brief introduction suggesting the practical value 
of the subject and an analysis of the material into five classes 
or systems of scientific terminology based upon or using Latin 
and Greek, the text begins with a chapter on the Latin and 
Greek alphabets, in which transliteration is emphasized and 
the standard “classical” pronunciation is recommended, as 
being at least a standard. Anglicization is given up as hope- 
lessly unregulated. The next ninety pages present the forma- 
tion of English words, with a chapter each on combining 
forms, prefixes, and suffixes and one containing a small classi- 
fied dictionary of combining forms with examples, followed 
by a practice list of about 450 scientific terms for identifica- 
tion. Throughout this section are practical illustrations and 
exercises in dealing with elision, hybrids, haplology, variant 
transliterations, and the like. The material on semantic rela- 
tions (pp. 75-78) is brief and tends to emphasize the quaint 
and unpredictable. 

The second major division of the book, Latin anatomical 
and pathological nomenclature, is introduced by a chapter on 
the necessary nominative and genitive forms, Latin nouns and 
adjectives, including an excellent treatment of the principal 
word-order patterns. The practice list of nearly 300 anatomi- 
cal phrase-names is based on a list of twenty-eight common 
nouns; it is followed by classified lists of anatomical terms 
and a general vocabulary of medical terms. A brief treatment 
of pathological nomenclature with another special list of 
Latin adjectives completes the section on Latin phrases. The 
next three chapters apply this material to specific sciences 
with specialized vocabularies and word-order systems (for 
example, the pharmaceutical). The Linnean system has a 
chapter devoted to it near the end, with much valuable ma- 
terial on the various types of specific and subspecific names, 
particularly the mythological, and a practice list. The last 
chapter is devoted to the reading and writing of Latin de- 
scriptions. 

The first part of the book is basic and the chapter on 
Latin forms, concord, and word-order is presumed for most 
of the subsequent sections; but anatomy, pathology, pharm- 
acy, biology, and so on, can each or all be omitted without 
detriment to use of other specialized sections on which it may 
be desired to concentrate. This scattered material is fairly 
well indexed, though there is no index verborum or any other 
attempt to replace the dictionary; thus it is possible that the 
book would be of some value as a reference tool. The first 
section could also serve as a basis for continued study of 
Greek and Latin derivatives in non-scientific English. The 
book is a useful collection of material adaptable to use in 
courses Of various objectives and emphases; by the same token 
it will require that the instructor have his objectives and 
methods fully determined. 

Reading and writing Latin descriptions require rather more 
Latin grammar than other branches of “scientific Latin”; it 
may be that the material of chapter thirteen is condensed be- 
yond the point of practical intelligibility for a non-Latinist. 
(There is one small error on page 220, where multo is de- 
scribed as ablative of comparison; both the latter and the 
“ae of degree of difference are correctly illustrated on 
p. +) 

The reader at first gets a disturbing impression of care- 
lessness on finding in a single list such inconsistent refer- 
ences as “strabismus, Gk. squint-eyed” beside “vestigial, Lat. 
trace,” “vinculum, Lat. bind,” and “vitelline, Lat. egg yolk” 
(p. 151). This sort of thing occurs only in the latter half of 
the book, dealing with words used indifferently either in their 
Latin form or transliterated and in either case requiring 
further analysis in order to be understood and remembered. 
In the preceding treatment of English words and especially 
in the chapter on suffixes, the difference between nouns, ad- 
jectives, and verbs in either language is fully recognized and 
accounted for. It is possible that in the specialized lists, 
where correct methods of analysis are assumed already to 
have been learned, there is definite advantage in “defining” 
new words by mere reference to the root-idea. With occasional 
checks to make sure the effect of particular affixes is being 
accounted for, systematic linguistic relations are probably 
better recognized by having the student understand or use 
the English word in normal context than by insisting that he 
respond “adjective; pertaining to or having the nature of 
this” and “noun; the state or product of that.” It is true that 
in lists where consistency is promised it is sometimes violated, 
as in that of Latin adjectives on pp. 154-155, where the origin 
is regularly stated as the definition of the basic noun: thus, 
“alaris, wing.” “bullosus, blister,” but occasionally (where a 
common English adjective is available?) appears as a direct 
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translation, e.g. “maculosus, spotted,’ ‘“nodosus, knotty,” 
“hiemalis, wintry.” Correction of this inconsistency would be 
easy and ought to be made. But in general the decision to 
sacrifice distracting consistency to simplicity and direct ap- 
prehension seems a wise one. It was probably based on long 
and successful teaching experience. 


Grinnell College, William T, McKibben 


Grinnell, Iowa 
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